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comprises more than a thousand works of art from the diverse ancient cultures of 
China, Japan, Korea, India, Afghanistan, Central Asia, 
Iran, Egypt, Italy, and Greece. The original group 
of eighty four touring objects, primarily from 
Mediterranean, Near Eastern, and Asian cultures, is 
represented in the catalogue Ancient Art from the 
Shumei Family Collection, published by the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art on the occasion of the 



exhibition in New York. The larger Los Angeles version 
of the exhibition, Ritual and Splendor: Ancient 
Treasures from the Shumei Family Collection, 
contains over 755 pieces, with the majority of additions 
from Egypt, ancient and Islamic Iran, and China. This 
catalogue supplement documents the objects that have 
been added to the LACMA exhibition. 





The Shumei Family Collec tion began more than forty 
years ago as the private collection of Mrs. Mihofo 
Koyama, the spiritual leader of Shinji Shumeif{ai. 
Known informally as the Shutnei Family, Shinji 
Shumeikpi is a worldwide spiritual organization ded¬ 
icated to the pursuit of truth, virtue, and beauty. Mrs. 
Koyama s earliest acquisitions were rare Japanese tea 
ceremony objects. More recently she has expanded the 



collecting program to include dramatic objects from 
varied ancient world cultures. She assembled an 
international group of experts and scholars in the field 
of ancient art to assist with this expansion, to study 
the collection, and to implement a program of sharing 
the wolfs with a broader audience. 


The Los Angeles County Museum of Art was invited 
to assist with technical examination of many of the 
objects, based on the reputation of its Conservation 
Center, internationally recognized for its research on 
ancient metalwoif. The relationship between the 
Shumei Family and LACMA solidified as a selection 
of woif s was exhibited at the museum beginning in 
May iqc)2 and as the Conservation Center continued 
its studies with the assistance of a Shumei-sponsored 
research fellow. The Center has also made possible 
the examination of the collection by more than 
twenty five visiting scholars. Led by Dr. Pieter 
Meyers, the Center has accumulated a significant 
database on a large majority of objects in the travel¬ 


ing collection and has published detailed technical 
reports on selected objects in the appendix to the 
catalogue. 

In late 7997 Miho Museum will open in Shiga 
Prefecture, twenty miles from Kyoto, Japan. Designed 
by internationally acclaimed architect /. M. Pei, the 
innovative 83,000-square-foot Mi ho Museum will 
permanently house the Shumei Family Collection. 
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objects, based on the reputation of its Conservation 
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May t(j()2 and as the Conservation Center continued 
its studies with the assistance of a Shumei -sponsored 
research fellow. The Center has also made possible 
the examination of the collection by more than 
twenty-five visiting scholars. Led by Dr. Pieter 
Meyers, the Center has accumulated a significant 
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Cup with Leopard and Stags 
Northern Afghanistan, late 
-early 2nd millennium b.< . 
Silver 

h. 4 Vs in. (11.1 cm) 
d. 1/16 in. (10.4 ern) 
Shinji Shumcikai 

(left) 

Footed Howl with Ltd 
Central Asia. Ghandara, end of 
the tst century b.c. 

Silver 

h. 11 V# in. (28.9 cm) 
Shumei Culture Foundation 

Footed Flare with Stag in Relief 
Central Asia, Sngdian, 
about 7th century a.u. 
Silver 

h. 1 V4 in. (4.5 cm); 
d. 7 ’/# in. (2o cm) 
Shumei Culture Foundation 

(below) 

Pectoral 

Urartu, 8th—7th century b.c. 
Silver 

h. 3 in. (7.6 cm) 
w. 7 Vs in. (18.1 cm) 
Shumei Culture Foundation 


Lion Headed Deity 
Fgypt, 22nd-27th Dynasty. 
945-404 B.C. 

Bronze 

h. 23 Vs in, (60 cm) 
Shumei Culture Foundation 


(left) 

Figure of Xa^ht 
Egypt, probably from Asyut, 
12th Dynasty, 
about 1900 b.c. 

Wood, gesso, pigments, 
copper, calcite, obsidian 
h. 66 Vi6 in. (168.2 cm) 
Shumei Culture Foundation 


(below) 

Falcon-Headed Deity 
Egypt, 22nd-27th 
Dynasty, 945-404 b.c. 
Bronze 

h. 28 Vft in. (72.1 cm) 
Shumei Culture Foundation 
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Xefcrtcm 

Egypt, *rd Intermediate Period, 

I070-712 B.C. 

Silver 

h. 6 Vs in. (15.6 cm) 
Shumei Culture Foundation 
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( B fc L O W ) 

Spouted Cup with Quadrupeds 
and Leopards 

Iran, ioth-8th century b.c. 
Silver 

h. 4 l V*6 in. (12.6 cm) 
d. 7 in. (20 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 


He/t 

Western Iran, 

St h- 71 h century b.c. 

Gold 

/. 22 in. (57.2 cm) 
tv. 1 VtH in. (4 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 



Footed Cup 

Iran, Stli—7th century b.c. 
Gold 

h. 2 3/8 in. (6 cm) 
d. 2 3/1 in. (5.6 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 

Cup with Handle 
Iran, Sth 7th century b.c . 
Ciold 

h. 2 Vs in. <6 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 



(right) 

Felt 

Western Iran, 

8th—7th century b.c. 
Gold 

/. 20 V16 in. (51.6 cm) 
w. 3 V4 in. (9.5 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 

Belt 

Western Iran, 

Sth—7th century b.c . 
Gold 

/. 20 V4 in. (52.7 cm) 
w. 2 in. (5.7 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 
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Bracelet with 

Six Seated l)uc h Terminals 
Iran. Achaemenid period. 

6th-4ih century b.< . 
Cold, turquoise, bitumen 
h. 2111.(5.1 cm) 

\v. 5 Vif> in. (8.1 cm) 
Shumei ('ulture foundation 
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jewelry Elements 
Iran. Acbaemenid period, 
(>th 4th century b.c. 
(«old 

Varied dimensions 
Shumei Culture foundation 



( a b o v F. ) 

Torque with Two Ihex 
Iran, Achaemenid period, 
6th—4th century b.c. 
Gold 

d. to */i(» in. (25.6 cm) 
Shumei Culture foundation 

Pair of Bracelets with Ibex 
Attached by Lions 
Iran. Achaemenid period. 
(>th— 4th century b.c. 
Gold 

d. 5 Vif. in. (8.1 cm) each 
Shumei Culture foundation 

Bracelet with 
Ram V / lead Terminals 
Iran. Achaemenid period. 
6th—4th century b.c. 
Gold 

d. 3 in. (7-(> cm) 
Shumei ('ulture foundation 
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Bowl 

Iran. Parthian period, 
tst century B.c. 

Silver 

h. 1 7/1(1 in. (4.7 cm) 
d. t> r«>/!(> in. (17.7 cm) 
Shumei ('ulture foundation 


> 
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(below) 

Lynx Rhyton 
Iran, Parthian period, 
tst century b.c. 

Silver with gilding 
/. 16 in (40.6 cm) 
d. 7 in. (17.8 cm) 
Shumei Culture Foundation 




(above) 

Belt Mount 

Central Asia, Scythian, 

1st century b.c.- tst century A.n. 
Gold 

h. 3 l Vt6 in. (10 cm) 
w . 1 ,J /ir» in. (4.7 cm) 
Shumei ('ulture foundation 




C /5 

*** Plate with Portrait Medallion of a 
Royal Figure 
Iran. Sasanian period, 
5th-6th century a.o. 

Silver with mercury gilding 
d. S Vt<» in. (20.8 cm) 
Shumci < ailture Foundation 


( II E L O W ) 

Plate with Leopard Medallion 
Iran.Sasanian period. 
5th-6th century A.n. 
Silver with niello inlay 
d. 8 Vi* in. (21.2 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 


Plate with Eagle 
\ttacking a l)eet 
Iran, late Sasanian period. 

7th-8th century a.o. 
Silver with mercury gilding 
d. S Vi in. (21.6 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 


7: 
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(below) 

Plate with 

King Wrestling a Leopard 
Iran, Sasanian period, 
5th-6th century a.i>. 
Silver with mercury gilding 
d. 8 V16 in. (21.2 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 



Plate with 

King Hunting Two Lions 
Iran. Sasanian period. 
5)th-f>th century a.i>. 
Silver with mercury gilding 
d . 8 7/8 in. (22.s cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 

Plate with 

King Hunting Hoar and Lion 
Iran. Sasanian period, 

5th -6th century A.n. 
Silver with mercury gilding 
d. 8 Vu. m. (21.2 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 



Ewer 

Iran, Sasanian period, nth 7th 
century \.d. 

Silver with mercury gilding 
h. 14 3/16 in. (36.1 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 

(right) 

Ewer with Fluted Body 
Iran, Sasanian period, 6th-7th 
century a.d. 

Silver with mercury gilding 
A. 11 - i $/t6 in. (30.1 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 

Ewer 

Iran, Sasanian period, 
6th-*7th century a.i>. 
Silver 

h. 11 'Vi6 in. (30.1 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 




Bottle with Lion 
Attaching a Stag 
Iran, late Sasanian period, 
yth-Sth century \.i>. 
Silver with mercury gilding 
h. 2 1 Vift in. (7.2 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 
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(below) 

Griffin Protome 
Greece, 7th century b.c. 
Bronze 

/. S in. (20.3 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 
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Howl with Horseman 
Iran, early 13th century a.d. 
Frit ware, polychromy overglazc 
paint on a white slip 
h. 3 I 5 /*** in. (10 cm); 
d. 8 */« in. (20.6 cm) 
Shumci (Culture Foundation 


> 
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(below) 

Howl with Horsemen 
Circling Arabesque 
Iran, early 13th century a.d. 
Fritwarc, polychromy and 
gold overglaze 
paint on a white slip 
h. 3 in. (11.4 cm) 
d. 8 V* in. (21 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 


(below) 

Howl with Enthroned Ruler 
Iran, a.d. 1226 
Fritwarc, brownish luster 
overglaze paint 

with touches of cobalt blue and 
turquoise on a white slip 
h. 4 Vu* in. (10.7 cm) 
d. 7 ••/ifc in. (19.6 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 

Howl with Four Seated Figures 
Iran. Rushan, 
early 1 3th century a.d. 
Fritwarc, brownish luster 
overglazc paint with touches of 
cobalt blue on a white slip 
h. 4 V16 in. (10.7 cm) 
d. 7 1 V16 in. (19.9 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 



Howl with Seated Figures 
Flanging a Tree 
Iran, early 13th century a.d. 

Fritwarc. polychromy overglazc 
paint on a white slip 
h. 3 ^4 in. (8.3 cm) 
d. 7 l, /i6 in. (19.6 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 

Tile with Horsemen 
Iran, about a.d. 1270-80 
Fritwarc molded, 
overglazc painted 
h. 20 V-i in. (52.7 cm) 

Shinji Shumcikai 
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Umt) 

Figure of Sakhl 
Egypt. probably from Avyut. 
uth Dynasty, 

.1 lx>«( 1900 me. 

Wood. cov>, pigments, 
coppet. nlcitc, obsidian 
A. t* Vi* in. (168.4 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 

[»lLOW) 

Fahon-Headed Deity 
F.jtypt, aand-iyth 
Dynasty, 945-404 ».c. 
Bronze 

A. 48 '/Kin.(74.1 cm) 
Shumci Cultiur Founijarion 


/.row Headed Hetty 
Kjiyp. mi d .27th I hnwy, 
9tS 4'M ■•*- 
Bronze 

A. 4) Vs tit. (6o run 
Slmmci Culture Foundation 



Footed Plate u tih Stag /» Relief 
Ctim.it Avia, Sogdi.w. 
about 7th century 01 
Silver 

A. 1 m. (4.5101); 
tL 7 r/ » in. 140 mi 1 
Shinnei ( ultuic Foundation 

( • h t. o w ) 

Pectoml 

Urartu. Kth-jth century 1 <. 
Silver 

A. jin. (7.6cm) 

»r 7 ‘A in. (iX.t cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 


Cup ten A Leopold and Stag) 
Northern Afghanistan. late 
trd-cjils and millennium la. 
Silver 

A. 4 'Ain.(11.1 cm) 
d, 4 i/i 6 in. (10.4 cm) 
Shinn Stum toll .11 

<t» *T> 

Footed Foul wet A Ltd 
Central Asia, (ihandara. end of 
the 1 »t century a.c. 

Silver 

A. it in. (18.9 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 



> 

P 

P C■■tow) 

^a Spouted Cup with {htadrupedi 

and Leopardi 

Iran. ioth-8th century ax. 

Silver 

5" 

A. 4 •Vi* in. (t4.6 cm) 
d 7 7 Am (40 cm) 

. . Shumci Culture Foundation 


liett 

Western Iran, 

8th- 7th century ru 
(mid 

I. 44 ‘.'*m. (47-J«m) 
o’ l Vi* m. (4 cm) 
Shumn Culture Foundation 



( ■ 1 <i h t ) 

Belt 

Western Iran, 
Mth-yth century *.c. 
Cold 

/. joVn. in. (51.6 cm) 

**'• J */« in. (9.5 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 

licit 

Western Iran, 
fnlt-yth century *.t. 


Xefertem 

F.gypt. (td Inicrmcdiatr Period. 

1070*714 oa-. 

Silver 

A. 6 •Ain (15.6 cm) 
Shuntei Culture Foundation 


Cold 

/. ao in. (54.71ml 
a ' «in. (5.7 cm) 
Shuniri ( ultuic Foundation 


Footed Cup 
Iran, Kth-yth century 
Cold 

A. 4 3/8 in. (6 cm) 
d > 5/16 in. (5.0 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 

('upwith Handle 
Iran. Hth-yds century n.r 
Cold 

A. 4 */» in. (6 cm) 
Shiunri ( ultitrr Foundation 
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BtaeeUl with 

Srx Seated Duck Tetmnuh 
Iran. Ac harms-usd prriod. 

(ah-qth irntutv *.« 
(•old. turquoise. bitumen 
A. a in. (5.1 cm) 
w. 4 Vi*, in. I&l cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 


H 

> 
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lion! 

Iran. Parthun pernnl. 
i*t irniiuy * 1 
Silvrr 

A. 1 -'trim 13.7cm) 
d. 6 ivVnn 117.7 rml 
Shumrt Culture Foundation 


feitrlr, Element • 

Iran, Ai hocmemd period. 
(uh'4ih century * • 

(*4d 

Varied dimensions 
Minnie 1 Culture Foundation 


|MU«) 

** l.)Mt KA tro* 

Iran, i'artluan period, 

^ ftt century ax. 

Silver w ith gilding 
/ 1*. 01 I4.1r.eml 
d. 7 mi. 117. Mem) 
Shumci ( iilture Foundation 



6th—4m century n.«. 



(mill 

d. in • '.»> tn, (45,6cm) 
Shnmri Culture Foundation 

Fair of Brareleti ml A /Art 
Atten ded by Lam* 

Iran. A< harinrnul period, 

(nh-4th century m . 



(mid 

d- 3 'im ui (H i rmleoch 
Shuinii Culmre Foundaltnti 

litairlrt tilth 
Ram \ - /lead Terminal/ 
Iran, Ai hartnmid prrirnl, 
oth-qtli century »a 

(odd 

4 . (111. 17.6cm) 
Sliumei t iilture Foundation 


( « • « v » ) 

Belt Mount 

(Irntral Atta, Scythun, 
ivt century a t -ivi century v.n. 
(•old 

A. ) *Vi* m. (10 cm) 
w. 1 "/iMn. 4.7 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 
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> 
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^ Plate with Portrait Medallion of a 
5^ Roial Figure 

Iran. Sasanun perwxl. 

51b nth century a.b. 

Sdtcr with mercury jedding 

* 7 . dL 8 Vi*m, (aal cm) 

Sliunu t ( uliurc Foundation 


(■■low) 

Plate u'ttk Leopard Medallion 
Iran, Savanian pcrtutl, 
4 lb~6tli century v.t». 
Siltet with mcllo inlay 
d. X Vi* in. (41 3cm) 
Shumci Culture F'oundation 


Plate ti lth Eagle 
Altai A>ng a Itcer 
Iran. Lur Savanian period. 

Tth-Hrh century v.n. 
Silver with menuty gihiing 
d. X 'Ain.(41.6cm) 
Shnmri Culture Foundation 


Plate u-itA 

King U’rrithng a Leopard 
•yp Iran, Savanian period, 
5«b-(ith century a.». 
Silver with mercury gilding 

d. S V,.. m . (ji.icm) 

Shumci Culture Foundation 



Plate trilA 

King Hunting Tun taoni 
Iran.Savanian fietinil, 
5th »ahirnnity v.n. 
Silver with mercury gihling 
d. 8 • in. (44.5 cm) 
Sliumei (lullure Foundaimn 

Plate irr/A 

King Hunting Boar and Lion 
Iran, Savanian period, 

5th 6th century v.n 
Silvrr svath itirr. uls gilding 
d H'^ain, <41.4 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 



Hurt 

Iran. Savanian period, ».rl»-71 )t 
century v.n, 

Silver with mcrcurv gilding 
A. 14 3/16111 ((6,r cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 

( • t n 1. T ) 

F.n er with Fluted /Wi 
Iran. Savauun period, 6th-7th 
century v.o. 

Silver with mercury gilding 
A. 11 1 yi6in, (30,1 cm) 
Shumci ( ultuic Foundation 

Ewer 

Iran. Savanian period. 
r.th-Tth century v.n. 
Silvrr 

A. •1*4/1*111,^30.1 cm) 
Siiurari 4 uliurc Foundation 



Bottle mtA l.t»u 
Itta, fing a Stag 
Itan. late Savanian period. 

Tth-Sth century v.t», 
Sdvci with mercury gilding 
A. a «V„ ■■■. (7.4 an) 
Shnmri ( nltuir Foundatxin 


a 

3C 

P 

P ( * t t O W ) 

aw Griffin Protome 

Greece, 7th eentury *.c. 
Bronze 

L H in. (40.3 cm) 
Shumci Cuhutc Foundation 
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r 
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fiotvl with Honeman 
Iran, early 14th century v.n. 
Frnware. putychromy overglaz* 
paint on a white dip 
A. 3 lV»vin.(loan): 
d. H '^tn. (joai cm) 
Shumci Culiurc Foundation 


> 

7 . 


( . * L O W I 

Bon ! u-itA Houemrn 
Cittlrng Arabeufnr 
Iran, early 1 )ih century v n. 
Fntware. polychrome and 
gold ns rrglare 
paint on a white dip 
A. 4 •/»«.(» M cm) 
d. 6 V* in. (41 cm) 
Shumci Culture Foundation 



( » « tow) 

Hau l uitA Enthroned Ruler 
Iran, v.n. 1446 
Frttwate, hrownivh luster 
overglaze paint 

with tourhei of cohalt blue and 
rurquuise on a white dip 
A. 4 ' in in. (la,7 cm) 
d, 7 ,, .'i». in. (i9.6anl 
Sliumei Culture Foundation 

Bou l tnlA Four Seated Figurn 
Iran. Kavhan. 
early 13th century v.n 
Frit ware, hrownivh Inner 
ovirglate paint wills lourlwn of 
coball Mstc on a w hite dip 
A, 4 ' .> in. 110.7cm) 
d 7 "'.ft m ()tt.<icm) 
Shnmri ( iilmir Foundarum 

Hotel u itA Sealed Fignrer 
Flanking a Tree 
Iran, early tph century vi>. 
Frrfwaie. pnlyrhrorny met glare 
pain) 1 mi a white dip 
A 1 l/ «iii. t'Sjcm) 
d. 7 •• Vi 111.ft 14.6rm) 
Shumn t nit 10r Foundation 

Tile trilA Hut remen 
Iran, about vu. 1470 Ho 
Frnware mol.led, 

•»v r» glare fuinird 
A. i* ' «in <44.7.ml 
shinn ShtiiiiTtliJi 
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Pod hi sat tea 

^ China, Hunan Province, 
Longmen grottoes. 
Northern Wei Dynasty, 
A.n. 520-525 
Limestone 
h . 1S I/4 in. (4O.4 cm) 
Shurnei Culture Foundation 

Hodhtsatrva 

China. Shanxi Province. 

Yungang grotto. 
Northern Wei Dynasty. 

about a.d. 480 
Sandstone with traces 
of pigment 
h. ty in. (4S.3 cm) 
Shurnei Culture Foundation 


(below) 

Relief Panels from a 
Mortuary Couch 

China, Northern Zhou Dynasty, 
a.d. 551-581 

White marble and pigments 
24 V4 x 21 V4 in. (6t.6 x 54 cm) 
(greatest dimensions) 
Shurnei Culture Foundation 

Pair of Reliefs from a 
Mortuary Couch 

China. Northern Zhou Dynasty, 
a.d. 55 »-5#* 

Marble with pigment 
20 7 /s x 21 V»f. in. 

(53 x 54.2 cm) each 
Shurnei Culture Foundation 



liuddhist Stele 
China, 

Northern Wei Dynasty, 
early 6th century a.d. 
Limestone 

55 9 /if> x 26 7 /u> X 11 Vo. in. 

(141.2 x 67.2 x 28.1 cm) 
Shumei ('ulturc Foundation 


/•v 





luicquer Dish on Stand 
China, Eastern Zhou Dynasty. 
Warring States period, 
Sth—4th century s.c. 

Lacquer. wood 
h. 10V4 in. (26 cm) 
Shurnei Culture Foundation 


































